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Defence Ministry clears Navy's Rs 2,500 crore plan for
unmanned vessels with capabilities to attack submarines
NEW DELHI : Amid increas-
ing use of unmanned war-
fare, the Defence Ministry
has given approval to the
Indian Navy's plans worth
over Rs 2,500 crore to build
100-tonne unmanned under-
water vessels.

The proposal for building
the 100-tonne unmanned
underwater vessels was given
clearance at a high level
defence ministry meeting
held recently, defence
sources told ANI here.

The underwater vessels in
the Extra Large category
would weigh over 100 tonnes
and would be

equipped with strike
capabilities against enemy
submarines and surface ves-
sels, they said.

The vessels would give the
Navy a niche capability in the
underwater domain. It would

also help the force to carry
out multiple operations, for-

mer Navy Vice Chief Vice
Admiral SN Ghormade said

when asked about the capa-
bility.

The Navy has plans of
using such vessels for a
plethora of tasks such as
laying mines and mine
clearing operations, surveil-
lance, and launching
weapons, the sources said.

The Indian Navy would
be issuing a tender for the
project in the next few
months, and Indian ship-
yards would be bidding for
it under the
Aatmanirbharta initiative
and offering it under the
Make-1 procedure, the
sources said.The Navy
would want the vessels with
capability to remain under-
water for very long hours at
long distances from the
shore to keep an eye on the

movement of suspicious
vessels and other activities
and safeguard national
interests.The Indian Navy
has been working towards
preparing itself for warfare
of the future by upgrading
its capabilities in the
unmanned domain.

The force has been
working on unmanned sur-
face vessels, which have
also been used in the ongo-
ing conflicts across the
globe for destroying larger
vessels and assets.

The Navy has also
focused on increasing its
unmanned long range sur-
veillance capabilities with
the induction of drones like
the MQ-9B and Drishti
Hermes 900, along with the
ones planned for the future. 

ED attaches assets worth Rs
29.75 crore in PNB fraud by
fugitive Nirav Modi
NEW DELHI : The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has attached proceeds
of crime in the form of
immovable properties and
bank balances amounting to
Rs 29.75 crore in the case of
Rs 6,498.20 crore Punjab
National Bank (PNB) fraud by
fugitive Nirav Modi, the
agency said on Wednesday.

ED's Mumbai Zonal office
attached the properties.

ED initiated an investiga-
tion based on the First
Information Report (FIR) reg-
istered by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) under
sections of the Indian Penal
Code, 1860, and the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 in the case.

During the investigation,
assets worth Rs 29.75 crore
of Nirav Modi and his group
of companies lying in India
were identified in the form of
land and buildings and
amounts lying in bank
accounts, which are being
provisionally attached under
PMLA, 2002.

During PMLA investiga-
tion, earlier ED had attached
movable and immovable
assets of Nirav Modi and
associates to the tune of
around Rs 2,596 crore in
India and

abroad.Furthermore, mov-
able and immovable assets of
Nirav Modi and his associates
amounting to Rs 692.90
crore, have been confiscated
under provisions of Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act,
2018 by Special Court,
Mumbai.

Also, assets to the tune of
Rs 1052.42 crore have been
successfully restored to the
victim banks, such as PNB
and consortium banks, and
such assets were physically
handed over. Earlier in this
case, prosecution complaint
and supplementary prosecu-
tion complaint under PMLA,
2002 have already been filed
by the ED against Nirav Modi
and associated entities before
the Special Court (PMLA).

Simultaneously, the extra-
dition proceedings against
arrested fugitive, Nirav Modi,
were initiated and are under
progress in London, UK.

Earlier this year, Nirav
Modi applied for bail in the
UK Court, and his bail was
denied for the seventh time
by the UK Court. An appeal
was filed by Nirav Modi
before the UK High Court
against the bail order, which
was later withdrawn.
Currently, he is lodged in a
UK jail.

NSA Ajit Doval participates in
BRICS meeting in Russia
SAINT PETERSBURG : National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit
Doval on Wednesday attended the BRICS National Security
Advisers meeting in Saint Petersburg, Russia.

The meeting of BRICS and BRICS Plus High-Level Security
Officials is being held in St. Petersburg from September 10-12.

The Indian Embassy in Russia shared some pictures of the
Bricks meeting on X and stated, "NSA Shri Ajit Doval is par-
ticipating in the BRICS NSAs meeting in Saint Petersburg,
Russia. During the sessions in the first half of the day, he spoke
on modern security challenges, including ICT ( information
and communication technology) related issues and terrorism,
and the need to address them through joint efforts within the
BRICS framework." Notably, Russia is holding the BRICS chair-
manship for the year 2024.BRICS is an informal group of
states comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa, with new members Egypt, Iran, UAE, Saudi Arabia,
and Ethiopia joining the grouping in 2023. Ajit Doval also par-
ticipated in the 13th BRICS NSA meeting in Johannesburg in
July 2023.Doval's visit to Moscow comes after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Russia and Ukraine in the past two
months. During his visit, PM Modi met Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

It was PM Modi's first visit to Russia and Ukraine since the
war started between Moscow and Kyiv in 2022. Notably, India
has always advocated "peace and diplomacy" for resolving
conflict between Russia and Ukraine. During his visit to Russia
in July, PM Modi held a meeting with President Vladimir Putin
at the Kremlin and discussed ways to diversify cooperation
between the two nations in various sectors like trade, com-
merce, security, agriculture, technology, commerce, and inno-
vation. 

Parliament security breach case: Court
dismisses Neelam Azad Bail plea
NEW DELHI : The Patiala House Court on Wednesday dis-
missed the bail plea of Neelam Azad, who was accused in the

Parliament security breach
case last year.

While dismissing the bail
plea, the Additional Sessions
Judge, Dr Hardeep Kaur,
said, "there are sufficient
reasonable grounds for
believing that the allegations
made against accused are
prima facie true. Therefore,
this Court does not find it to
be a fit case to grant regular
bail to accused."This was the
second bail plea, which was
moved by the same accused.

Court further noted that
in the present case, charges
of conspiracy are also
invoked against the appli-
cant/accused; therefore, her
role cannot be viewed in iso-
lation.While opposing her
bail plea, Special Public
Prosecutor (SPP) Akhand
Pratap Singh submitted that
there are strong, cogent,
convincing, clinching and
credible material.

"Don't think PM Modi has handled China well...":
Rahul Gandhi attacks BJP over border standoff
WASHINGTON DC : Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi came
out heavily against the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led
Centre over the border stand-
off with China and said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has not handled the sit-
uation well.

The Congress leader was
speaking at an interaction
with media at the National
Press Club in Washington DC
on Tuesday (local time).

"We've got Chinese troops
occupying land the size of
Delhi in Ladakh, and I think
that's a disaster. The media
doesn't like to write about it.
How would America react if a
neighbour occupied 4,000
square kilometers of its terri-
tory? Would any president be
able to get away with saying
he's handled that well? So, I
don't think Mr Modi has han-
dled China well at all. I see no
reason why Chinese troops
should be sitting in our terri-
tory," Rahul Gandhi said.

Notably, in 2020, the
Indian and Chinese troops
clashed at Galwan, the same
year the pandemic started.

Since May 2020, when the
Chinese troops tried to
aggressively change the sta-
tus quo on LAC in eastern
Ladakh, both sides have been
deployed in forward positions
near Patrolling Point 15,
which emerged as a friction

point in the wake of the
Galwan clash.

Over 50,000 Indian sol-
diers have been stationed
since 2020 at forward posts
along the LAC, with advanced
weapons to prevent any
attempts to change the status
quo unilaterally on the LAC.

Terming the Chinese
vision of production as "non-
democratic", the Raebareli
MP stressed on the idea of US
and India placing a produc-
tion vision in a democratic
and free society.

"We don't want to do it
like the Chinese are doing it.
We don't want to do it in an
environment which is non-
democratic, which is not lib-
eral. So the real question for
the 21st century, the Chinese
have placed a production
vision on the table. It's a non-
democratic production vision.
Can the United States and
India answer that by placing
a vision for production in a
democratic free society? And

I think that's where a lot of
answers lie," he said.

Rahul, also opened on his
new role and responsibilities
as the Leader of Opposition,
and said there is an ideologi-
cal war taking place between
the INDIA bloc and the BJP-
RSS. He further vowed that
the Opposition wants to
'defend' India's institutions
and provide a broader vision
for the country."It's an exten-
sion of what I did earlier.
There's an ideological war
taking place in India between
the Congress and our part-
ners and the BJP and the
RSS. They are two complete-
ly different visions of India.
We believe in a plural vision,
a vision where everybody has
a right to thrive... an India
where you're not persecuted
because of what religion you
believe in or what community
you come from or which lan-
guage you speak, versus a
much harsher, centralizing
vision. So that's the land-
scape. And then we fight on
that landscape," the Congress
leader further said.

"[We want to] defend
India's institutions, defend
the weaker sections in India,
defend the lower caste, trib-
als, minorities, poor people.
After the yatra, I try to
become the voice of as many
people as I can. So for
that...you have to go deeper,
deep into the agricultural

world, the conflicts that are
taking place there, into the
financial system, into the tax
system. So you have to, in a
sense, go deep into it, talk to
people and then get, under-
stand deeply what they're
saying and then transmit it
and at a broader level, pro-
vide a vision, INDIA alliance
vision for the country, which
is obviously going to be fun-
damentally different than the
centralizing, monopolized
vision that the BJP is present-
ing," he added.The Congress
leader further said that at
one time the West used to be
the producer of the world,
but slowly China took over
the responsibility. He said
that not manufacturing
enough means, not enough
employment can be generat-
ed. Rahul further added that
there is a huge opportunity
for both India.

AAP names 40-star campaigners
for Haryana Assembly polls; Sunita
Kejriwal, Bhagwant Mann on list
CHANDIGARH : The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on Wednesday
announced 40-star campaigners for Haryana Assembly
Elections.

The list includes the names of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's wife, Sunita Kejriwal, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, Delhi Ministers Atishi, and Saurabh
Bharadwaj, and AAP leaders Sanjay Singh and Manish Sisodia.

Meanwhile, AAP on Wednesday also released its fourth list
of 21 candidates for the upcoming Haryana Assembly elec-
tions. AAP has so far declared 61 candidates for the 90-mem-
ber assembly. Among the candidates announced on
Wednesday are Raj Kaur Gill from Ambala Cantonment, Lalit
Tyagi from Yamunanagar, Joga Singh from Ladwa, Satbir
Goyat from Kithal, Sunil Bindal from Karnal, and Sukhbir
Malik from Painpat Rural.

The other names in the list include Saroj Bala Rathi
from Ganaur, Devender Gautam from Sonipat, Shiv Kumar
Rangeela from Gohana, Sandeep Malik from Baroda,
Kavita Dalal from Julana, Nisha Deshwal from Safidon,
Sukhwinder Singh Gill from Tohana, Jasdev Nikka from
Kalanwali, Sham Mehta from Sirsa, Narender Uklana from
Uklana, Rajiv Pali from Narnaund, Rajender Sorkhi from
Hansi.

Former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister and AAP leader
Manish Sisodia participated in the nomination rally of the
party's state vice president and candidate from Kalayat
seat, Anurag Dhanda and exuded confidence in the party's
victory in the upcoming elections.

Niti Aayog CEO:
Growth Must Go
Hand-in-Hand with
Sustainability
NEW DELHI : "The growth
and rise of India is undeni-
able but it is happening in
times which are very differ-
ent. This is the first time in
the history of mankind that a
large country is seeking its
future to be a developed
nation, Viksit Bharat@2047,
in an environment where cli-
mate change is an ever-pres-
ent threat and technological
changes like AI are not just
minor disruptions," said BVR
Subrahmanyam, CEO, NITI
Aayog at Connect Karo 2024,
WRI India's flagship annual
event. Speaking at the plena-
ry session at Day One,
'Pathways to Low Carbon
Equitable Development in
India,' Subrahmanyam said,
"This is one of the most chal-
lenging times for India. We
have the challenge of growth,
jobs and energy consumption
which we have to balance
with environmental consid-
erations. It is no longer about
growth or sustainability but
growth and sustainability.
And India's commitment to
addressing the issues is visi-
ble. If you see the Climate
Change Performance Index,
India is one of the top 10
nations, one of the few coun-
tries which is on track to
meet its climate goals. And
India's success will be a
model for other countries to
follow." With large invest-
ments being made in energy,
transportation, and urban
infrastructure sectors, India
is at the brink of major eco-
nomic growth in the coming
decades. As this transforma-
tion unfolds against the back-
drop of global climate change
and increased extreme
weather events, this session
focussed on strategies for
achieving sustainable,
resilient, and inclusive
growth for everyone.


