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Changing tactics, the
Congress party in
Madhya Pradesh has

launched a campaign against
bureaucrats in the state after
all other attempts failed to
corner the Mohan Yadav
government.
Questioning the neutrality of
officials, the Congress is
accusing them of following
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
ideologies in their function-
ing.
During the last few days, for-
mer Chief Minister Digvijay
Singh, PCC chief Jitu Patwari,
and Leader of Opposition in
the State Assembly Umang
Singhar have issued state-
ments accusing officials in
the state of partisan behavior.

The concerted Congress
attack has been especially tar-
geted at district collectors and
the police administration in
the state.
Singhar, addressing a gath-
ering at Alirajpur on Friday,
minced no words in his crit-
icism of District Abhay
Arvind Bedekar. He advised
officials to openly take up the
flags of the BJP and RSS, and
suggested that they should
attend shakhas of the
Sangh."You are not needed as
Collector here. You will have
to work for the public," he
warned. 
Singhar's video, doing rounds
on social media, has yet to
elicit a response from the
state government or any of
the officers' associations.
Singhar's attack on the offi-
cial comes close on the heels
of a similar outburst by for-
mer Chief Minister and Rajya

Sabha MP Digvijay
Singh.Taking to X (Twitter),
Singh accused the Rajgarh
police administration of
using a traditional regional
convention as an opportuni-
ty to extract money. Singh,
while condemning the tradi-
tion, said the Rajgarh
Superintendent of Police
should have done more than
just take the accused to a
temple and make them seek
penance.
The accused was attempting
to auction his daughter-in-
law as part of the Natra-
Jhagda. Singh has been a
vociferous critic of the ritu-
al, which takes place in the
Rajgarh district of the
state."This tradition is a
means of earning for the
Rajgarh police," alleged
Singh. Following Singh's
post, an FIR was registered by
the police. 

Besides, leading the farmers'
agitation at Susner, PCC
chief Jitu Patwari alleged
that all officials are posted in
the field and districts with
corruption. He demanded
the narco test of 20 select
officials to uncover the real-
ity of transfers and postings
in Madhya Pradesh.
Responding to his allega-
tions, the Indian
Administrative Services
(IAS) Officers’ Association
stated that the allegations are
baseless and that the officials
are discharging their duties
earnestly.
Last month, when a burglary
was reported at the resi-
dence of Congress MLA
Jaivardhan Singh, his father
Digvijay Singh attacked the
whole police administration,
saying the police are not
active as the officers get
their postings in police sta-

tions as part of an auction.
He posted his allegation on
X (Twitter), but instead of
getting replies from the rul-
ing BJP or the state govern-
ment, Bhopal Police
Commissioner Harinarayan
Chari Mishra replied to the
post and maintained that
the allegations were baseless
and malicious.
This is the first time that the
police officers and IAS
Association have responded
to allegations made by oppo-
sition leaders in the
state.With the state govern-
ment refraining from
responding to the allega-
tions and Congress leaders
continuing to throw accusa-
tions at administrative offi-
cers, it will be interesting to
see if the opposition party
finally manages to score the
brownie points it is seeking
so desperately.
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Like it or not, unauthorized
colonies are an urban real-
ity that cannot be wished

away. Besides providing viable
housing for the poor, these set-
tlements ensure that the wheels
of the city are in constant
motion.
It takes all kinds of people to run
a city. Sanitation workers, hawk-
ers, small businessmen, health
services, and transport staff are
just as important to the func-
tioning of a city as doctors, pro-
fessors, and engineers. It is
unrealistic to imagine a city
without these workers, many of
whom come from smaller towns
and villages in pursuit of an
urban dream. 
It's a different story that the city
often exploits them and turns
them into cogs in the giant
wheels that our urban centers
resemble today.
These unrecognized, faceless
workers ensure the smooth
functioning of the city while
providing critical services for
paltry sums they earn as wages.
It is unfair to extract services
from this workforce and treat its
presence as a blemish on the

urban aesthetic at the same
time.
Like it or not, this workforce too
has needs and aspirations—
needs that are often left unat-
tended by urban planners, and
aspirations that are rarely ful-
filled by the powers that be.It is
only natural for this fairly large
chunk of the urban population
to look elsewhere for fulfillment.
The desire often leads them to
developers, builders, and colo-
nizers who cater to this end of
the market.The result is shanties
and unauthorized colonies,
where slum lords and develop-
ers deftly place themselves in the
gap between the aspirations of
the workforce and government
housing policy.
Recently, the state government
spoke of a quarterly revision of
land value. The step will defi-
nitely curb involvement of the
parallel economy in real estate,
and thus add to tax revenues,
but it will also push urban
housing out of the reach of most
people, especially the working
class.
In a nutshell, the move will only
inflate the number of people
looking for affordable housing
alternatives. Little wonder then
that unauthorized colonies are

springing up by the day despite
the city administration's resolve
to act against
them.Unauthorized colonies
have existed since the very
inception of urban centers, often
coming up on the edges of the
city. 
These developments slowly inte-
grate into the formal urban
fabric. Governments and
administrations worldwide have
developed programs and poli-
cies to foster the merging of
these settlements while planning
urban expansions.
Besides providing affordable,
inclusive housing, unauthorized
colonies also bring prosperity to
residents as they sell at a profit
when the city decides to integrate
them into the larger urban land-
scape.By bringing in more play-
ers to the real estate game, they
also keep the real estate markets
from stagnating and prevent the
sector from being monopolized
by big-ticket developers.At a
time when the city administra-
tion is digging up roads and
destroying infrastructure in
unauthorized settlements, one
cannot help but wonder if the city
can provide affordable housing to
its residents or if it even has a
coherent policy for the purpose.

Bhopal: With few regions
receiving good rainfall most of
the places across the state wit-
nessed drizzle, Damoh received
20 mm i.e., 45 inches of rain in
9 hours. Bhopal received driz-
zle during the day.
Narmadapuram also received
light rain. On the other hand,
the day temperature also
increased.
The mercury was recorded at
35.8 degrees Celsius in
Khajuraho. With the rain in
Damoh, the day temperature
reached 34.2 degrees Celsius.
Bhopal recorded 34.8 degree
Celsius. Similarly, the mercury
was recorded above 34 degrees
in Mandla, Narsinghpur,
Nowgong, Rewa, Satna,
Umaria, Guna, Gwalior,
Narmadapuram, Ratlam,
Ujjain.
Monsoon will lash the state

once again before its departure.
Another round of good spell of
rain will start in the state from
September 24. Due to which the
eastern part i.e., Jabalpur,
Shahdol, Rewa and Sagar divi-
sions will get good rainfall. The
western part i.e., Bhopal,
Indore, Ujjain, Narmadapuram,
Gwalior-Chambal division will
also receive light rain.
Meteorologist said, a system is
over Gujarat and Rajasthan, but
it is not strong. Due to this,
there will be no rain. Light rain
and thundershowers will con-
tinue in some districts. A new
system is becoming active from
September 24. After this, there
can be a rainy season in the
state once again.
Out of more than 250 dams in
the state, about 200 are full.
Many gates have been opened
8 to 10 times.
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Members of a Hindu
nationalist organization
and local residents on

Saturday accused Budhni SDM
Radheyshyam Baghel of misbe-
having with them when they
attempted to present a memo-
randum in connection with a
case of alleged ‘Love Jihad’.
Baghel allegedly behaved inap-
propriately with Jugal Kishor
Sisodia, a prominent RSS func-
tionary, when the latter led a
group of people attempting to
present the memorandum. A
video of Baghel's misconduct,
reportedly circulating on social
media, has resulted in significant
backlash for the official, who is
accused of using derogatory lan-
guage against Sisodia.Following
the incident, residents of Rehti
and Chakladi expressed their
anger. 
They gathered in Rehti to protest.
A memorandum seeking the
immediate suspension of Baghel
was also submitted to Tehsildar
Bhupendra Kaushik and police
officer Rajesh Kahare.Among
those present were BJP leader
and minister of state with cabi-

net rank Manohar Lal
Maheshwari, along with office
bearers from Hindu nationalist
organizations and a large num-
ber of residents from Rehti and
the Chakladi-Rampura area.
In his comments, Sisodia said
that a significant number of vil-
lagers went to meet Baghel to
demand strict action against the
accused in the harassment case.
He noted that while he was
standing back to avoid the cam-
era, the SDM began shouting at
him and insisted he come for-
ward to speak.Upset by this
treatment, the crowd decided to
submit a memorandum to the
collector, demanding action
against Baghel.
In his response, Baghel admit-
ted that there have been some
incidents in Chakladi, which led
to around two hundred people
coming to Rehti to present
their concerns.He mentioned
that he was listening to them
when a person started talking
about encroachments from the
back. He said that he asked the
person to come forward, as
this is standard administrative
procedure, but denied any
intent to offend anyone.
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Bhopal: Discussing "One Nation,
One Election" in the state capi-
tal, former Chief Election
Commissioner OP Rawat on
Saturday said that the move is
only possible after amendments
to the Constitution and the
Representation of the People
Act.
Former Chief Election
Commissioner and senior IAS
officer OP Rawat made the
observations while presiding over
a discussion on the topic at the
Madhya Pradesh Academy of
Administration.

The discussion, organized by
the Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh Regional Branch of
the Indian Institute of Public
Administration, was introduced
by KK Sethi, chairperson of the
IIPA.
Explaining various aspects of
the concept of simultaneous elec-
tions for the Parliament and all
state assemblies in the country,
Rawat asserted that the Election
Commission is capable of con-
ducting such an exercise but
noted that electronic voting
machines (EVMs) and voter ver-

ifiable paper audit trails
(VVPATs) would need to be
supplemented.He said that he
remembered the government
had sought the opinion of the
Election Commission on the
matter in 2015. 
The government had also asked
for steps that would be a prereq-
uisite for the simultaneous elec-
tions.At that time, the Election
Commission informed the gov-
ernment that it was indeed pos-
sible to conduct both elections
together, provided the govern-
ment undertook four tasks. 

First, amendments to five articles
of the Constitution would be
essential, particularly concern-
ing the terms of the assemblies
and provisions for President's
Rule.Additionally, the Election
Commission indicated that
changes to the Representation of
the People Act and the rules gov-
erning the introduction of no-
confidence motions would be
required. Specifically, a "con-
structive no-confidence motion"
would need to be instituted, which
would not only express a lack of
confidence in the current gov-

ernment but also propose a new
government that the Assembly
could trust, ensuring that the
new government could continue
for a full five-year term after the
fall of the previous one.
Senior journalist and political
analyst Sarman Nagele mentioned
that the 18,626-page report pre-
pared over 191 days indicated that
47 political parties shared their
views, with 32 supporting simul-
taneous elections and 15 oppos-
ing it. In India, elections are held
for 4,120 MLAs in state assemblies
and 543 MPs in the Lok Sabha.
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